Please consider supporting Northeast Florida
and Southeast Georgia’s only adult and
pediatric Level I trauma center.

12th Annual Gala

Saturday, February 23, 2019
H YAT T R E G E N C Y
JACKSONVILLE RIVERFRONT

If you prefer not to be contacted by UF Health for future fundraising
activities, please notify us by calling 1.866.682.2372 or visiting
giving.UFHealth.org/opt-out.
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY
BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING
TOLL-FREE 1.800.435.7352 WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. SHANDS
TEACHING HOSPITAL AND CLINICS REGISTRATION NUMBER WITH THE
STATE OF FLORIDA: SC01801. ALL GIFTS TO UF HEALTH JACKSONVILLE ARE
VOLUNTARY AND IN NO WAY ARE A CONSIDERATION FOR THE INITIATION OR
CONTINUATION OF A BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP.

ANIGHTFORHEROES.COM

ANIGHTFORHEROES.COM

A Night for Heroes is an annual black-tie gala honoring the men
and women of our community who care for those suffering from
life-threatening injuries or illnesses. Our health care heroes are
the inspiration for our fundraising efforts. Each year, we celebrate
a life saved and honor the highly trained physicians and staff at
UF Health Jacksonville. Their heroic efforts allow our patients
to return home to their families, which builds strong, healthy
communities in our region.

Robert’s wife, Claudia, received
an urgent voicemail from the police,
informing her of her husband’s
single-car accident. A call from UF Health
Jacksonville followed. As she rushed into
the emergency room, she was surprised
to find Robert sitting upright. Externally,
Robert looked fine. Internally, his body
was under attack, compromised in key
areas needed for survival.
Marie Crandall, MD, a UF Health
trauma surgeon, performed the initial
assessment, which showed his blood
pressure and heart rate were good.
However, because the TraumaOne team
is trained to see beyond the surface,
Crandall wisely sent him for more testing.
The results required immediate attention.
He had a tear in his colon, a break in his
lumbar spine and a blood clot in one of
the large vessels in his brain.
In an effort to prevent possible
brain damage from the stroke, Dunbar
Alcindor, MD, a UF Health neurosurgeon,
performed a decompressive craniotomy.
Later he proceeded with surgery to
address the fractured lumbar spine.
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“We felt it was safe enough. We stabilized
his spine and replaced the bone flap in his
head,” Alcindor said.
Robert’s doctors and nurses ensured
Claudia was involved in his care
throughout the five weeks he spent
recovering at UF Health Jacksonville.
“It’s overwhelming if you’re not in the
medical field,” Claudia said. “But they
talked to me in ways I could understand.
I always had a voice. I felt like I was part
of their team.”
Now, more than two years after the
accident, Robert continues setting goals
for the future. He works out three times
a week in hopes of passing the physical
exam to rejoin his Air Force reserve unit.
He also wants to raise awareness and be
an advocate for men’s health. The stroke
he suffered could have been prevented.
“I went to a cardiologist. I was
diagnosed with atrial fibrillation,” he said.
“I was given medication, but I didn’t take
it seriously.”
On the outside, he looked fine. On the
inside, however, he was a tragedy waiting
to happen. Robert hopes he can use his
experience to help others and encourage
at least one person avoid a similar fate.
“Listen to your doctor. Take it seriously,”
Robert said.
It’s a message he eagerly delivers, full of
gratitude for the men and women at UF
Health TraumaOne who saved his life.

R O B E R T A Y E R / 2 0 1 8 PAT I E N T H O N O R E E

A Night for Heroes began in 2008 by a small group of dedicated
volunteers with the goal of supporting the mission of UF Health
TraumaOne — the region’s only adult and pediatric Level I
trauma center.

What was supposed to be a short
drive to work on June 24, 2016, became
a medical emergency for Robert Ayer.
The 53-year-old Air Force veteran was
driving on Interstate 295 when he
had a stroke. Robert crashed his car
into the median, coming to rest on an
embankment. Fortunately, he didn’t hit
anyone in the collision, but his injuries
were life-threatening. Jacksonville Fire
and Rescue rushed him to UF Health
Jacksonville — home to the region’s only
adult and pediatric Level I trauma center
in the region — where the TraumaOne
team saved his life.

TRAUMAONE SUCCESS STORY

An Air Force veteran suffers a
stroke behind the wheel and
survives thanks to UF Health
TraumaOne
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TRAUMAONE
HEROES COUNCIL

Since the very first gala,
sponsorships and donations for
A Night for Heroes have helped
raise more than $1,400,000 to
support TraumaOne.

To date, proceeds from this event have

Over the past 11 years, the

provided funding for the purchase of a

TraumaOne Heroes Council has
grown into a dynamic group of

TraumaOne vehicle, monitoring equipment

volunteers who give their time and

and fluidwarmers for TraumaOne helicopters,

energy to raising awareness and

renovations to the TraumaOne communications

support for the trauma program at

center, housing accommodations for family

UF Health Jacksonville.

members of trauma patients, renovations to family
waiting rooms, ongoing upgrades to equipment
in the trauma center and support for community
education and injury prevention programs.

Trauma centers are designated by levels, with Level I being the highest. Level I trauma
centers like UF Health TraumaOne have the best resources, the latest technology and
most highly skilled personnel to provide lifesaving care to critically injured adult and
pediatric patients. Unlike hospitals with lower-level trauma centers, surgeons and other
health care professionals in areas such as neurosurgery, oral and maxillofacial surgery,
orthopaedic trauma surgery and acute care surgery are available on campus 24 hours
a day, seven days a week.

2017 STATISTICS:
4,295 Trauma patients cared for by the experts at TraumaOne.
2,657 Trauma patients admitted for trauma carentments
96% survival rate, well above national average. n
1,042 critically ill or injured adults and children flown by TraumaOne Flight Services.
15,000 community members participated in our injury prevention education.
5,000 EMS and Health Professionals educated.
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2019
GALA COMMITTEE

Chairs:

Tammy Kerwin • Kate Strickland

Members:
Diane Bailey • Katie Cox • Anna Dooley • Renée Farrell
Patti Frykberg • Bobbie Gittings • Meg Godwin
Shannon Griffing • Megan R. Heiden • Ashlea Justice
Andy Kerwin, MD, FACS • Barbara Lind • Amy P. Meyer
Susan Parks • Julia Paul, MSN, RN • Eva Roth • Jamie Rood
Denda Shields • Jean Tepas • Erin Yorkgitis
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2019 SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
BENEFITS

Friend of TraumaOne

Presenting
$50,000

Golden Hour
$25,000

Dedication
$15,000

Champion
$10,000

Hero
$5,000

Lifesaver
$3,500

(Non-profit and academic partners)

Two Tables

Two Tables

One Table

One Table

One Table

One Table

One Table

$2,500

Marketing and Brand Recognition
Sponsorship exclusivity within your industry
Name recognition as Presenting Sponsor of the A Night for Heroes Gala
Prominent naming and logo recognition
		
TraumaOne tour and lunch with the CEO and UF Health leadership for up to six guests
Logo placement on the backdrop for photo opportunities at the event
Logo recognition on valet parking cards
Invitation to attend a private reception hosted by UF Health Jacksonville CEO Leon L. Haley, MD, MHSA
Special recognition from the podium during the live program
Logo recognition on the mobile bidding app for the silent auction
Recognition through social media, print communications and news releases
Logo recognition on invitations if, committed prior to print deadline
Name recognition on invitations if, committed prior to print deadline
Logo placement on the event website
Listing on the sponsor page in the event program
Two-page ad spread in the event program
Full-page ad in the event program
Half-page ad in the event program
Recognition in UF Health Jacksonville employee newsletter
Each table seats 10 guests.
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2019 SPONSORSHIP AGREEMENT
Contact Name
Daytime Phone
Company Name
Address
City 				
Email Address

State

ZIP Code

SPONSOR LEVELS
Please sign us up as the following sponsor:
Presenting Sponsor...............$50,000
Golden Hour Sponsor...........$25,000
Dedication Sponsor...............$15,000
Champion Sponsor................$10,000

Hero Sponsor....................$5,000
Lifesaver Sponsor............$3,500
Friend of TraumaOne.....$2,500

(Non-profit and academic partners)

I would like to include an honoree and their guest at my table.
We can’t be a sponsor this year, but would like to:
Make a donation of $

Sponsor a hero for $400

PAYMENT
Please make checks payable to UF Health Jacksonville, with A Night for Heroes written
on the memo line. To pay with a credit card online, visit anightforheroes.com.
Mail to: UF Health Office of Development, 580 W. 8th St., P-20, Jacksonville, FL 32209.
For more information about the event or participation opportunities, please contact
the UF Health Jacksonville Office of Development at 904.244.1090 or email
development@jax.ufl.edu.
If you prefer not to be contacted for future fundraising activities, please notify us,
including your full name, address and phone number, and send to: Shands Privacy,
P.O. Box 103175, Gainesville, FL 32610-3175. You may email your request to
privacy@shands.ufl.edu, call 1.866.682.2372 or visit giving.UFHealth.org/opt-out.
A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM
THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1.800.435.7352 WITHIN THE STATE.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.
SHANDS TEACHING HOSPITAL AND CLINICS REGISTRATION NUMBER WITH THE STATE OF FLORIDA:
SC01801. ALL GIFTS TO UF HEALTH JACKSONVILLE ARE VOLUNTARY AND IN NO WAY ARE A
CONSIDERATION FOR THE INITIATION OR CONTINUATION OF A BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP.

